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Dear Friend of the CND,
The area of Chicago known as “The Back of the Yards” has been
the site of ministry for Sr. Mary MacIsaac, CND (S. Laura Marie).
Sr. Mary is a graduate of St. Louis Academy and after her First
Profession, 65 years ago, she taught in New York, Rhode Island and
Illinois. In South Holland, IL, she was the first principal of St. Jude’s.
In the 1960’s, Religious Communities in the US were asked to
send missionaries to the poorest countries. The CND answered that
call and so did Sr. Mary. From 1964 – 2001, Sister Mary ministered
in Central America initiating many programs enabling the people
to become self-sufficient. Among her initiatives: a clinic, a junior
high school, carpentry shop, bakery, sweater factory, and nutrition
program, just to name a few!
After returning to the US, Sr. Mary sought a ministry that would
keep her in touch with the poor and one that would use the skills
she had developed while in Central America. She found that place
to be Holy Cross/Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Chicago, in
the “Back of the Yards” neighborhood which covers several wards
(political units) in the city.
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Casa Romero Kids Meal Program (Kids' Cafe).

Sr. Mary with the staff of Casa Catalina Basic Needs Center.

In visiting this parish, you will see Sr. Mary in the midst of many activities. She is a part of the Casa
Catalina Basic Needs Center. Sr. Mary is the intake person for the many poor who come for assistance.
The center provides health information and assists with government benefits such as food stamps. It also
provides clothing. On Wednesday over 300 people come for the Food Pantry. Sr. Mary also writes personal
thank you notes to the funders.
In the midst of all the darkness surrounding this neighborhood, Madre Maria, as she is known,
provides a warm welcome and her infectious laugh puts many at ease. The people in this area are
from Mexico and Central America. Because of Sr. Mary’s long experience, she is well acquainted with the
suffering of the poor.
Lately, Chicago has been in the news because of the gang violence. There is also domestic violence and
the parish has responded by creating programs for youth. The Woodshop Program teaches children aged
10-17 how to use woodworking tools. Maybe a talent is discovered! A skill learned for a job opportunity!
The participants hope to put their products on line and become self-sufficient. Also there is a Kids’ Café
where children 3-18 can come for a hot meal everyday.
In responding to family needs, A Domestic Taskforce has been established and another entitled
“Parents Helping Parents”. The goal of both of these programs is for parents to make decisions that will
lead their families to live more responsible lives.
Your support and generosity for Sr. Mary’s ministry is both welcomed and deeply appreciated.
In this time of budget cuts, you are very aware of the impact this has on the poorest members of our society.
Your generosity gives hope that a better future is possible for the children of this area.
Sr. Mary is trying to keep families well fed, clothed and away from the violence of the neighborhood.
She is a daily reminder of Jesus’ words in Matthew that this is the work of each of us. She is a “Beacon of
Light” to remind us that there is hope.
Thank you for your generosity and support.
In gratitude,

Kathleen Murphy, CND
Mission Advancement Director

Members of the Parish Domestic Taskforce.

The Woodshop Program.

